
B
ecause there is not m

uch tim
e to think or act, it is vital to prepare 

in advance and educate yourself about fire safety in your hom
e 

before you ever have to face it in real life.

D
raw

 a m
ap of your hom

e that show
s all w

alls, floors, doors, 
and w

indow
s. M

ark at least tw
o exits from

 each room
.

M
ake sure everyone in your hom

e 
know

s how
 to escape in the event 

of a fire. Practice your escape plan 
tw

ice a year, night and day. M
ake 

sure you practice diff
erent w

ays 
out from

 diff
erent room

s. 

HAVE A MAP.
HAVE A PLAN.

Explain to your children w
hy practicing hom

e fire drills is im
portant.

R
EM

EM
B
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YTH
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G
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 B
E R

EPLA
CED

 EXCEPT FO
R

 A
 H

U
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 LIFE.

Teach them
 how

 to escape from
 every room

. If adults are unable 
to reach them

, they need to know
 how

 to escape alone.

G
et them

 in the habit of sleeping w
ith their door closed. This can 

help prevent the sm
oke and fire from

 spreading into their room
 

and give them
 the tim

e they need to m
ake a safe escape.

PLAN FOR
A SAFE ESCAPE

W
hen you hear sm

oke alarm
s, get out. O

nce 
you’re out, never re-enter the burning building 
for any reason.
K

eep cell phones charged and close by. It’s 
im

portant to be able to im
m

ediately call 
em

ergency services.

If there is no w
ay out, seal yourself in. 

Close your doors and seal the edges 
w

ith anything you can find. B
lock air 

vents and open any w
indow

s for fresh 
air. If possible, let the fire departm

ent 
know

 your exact location.

GET OUT
AND STAY OUT

Escape first, then call 9-1-1 w
hen 

you’re at a safe distance.

MAINTAIN A CLEAR 
ESCAPE ROUTE

M
ake sure your evacuation paths 

are unblocked at all tim
es.

1
Things like furniture or clutter in front 
of exits could prevent som

eone from
 

escaping. They can m
ake it harder for 

you or your loved ones to see the exit. 
If the obstacles catch on fire, they 
can block off

 paths to safety.

2

M
ake sure all w

indow
s and doors 

open properly as they can also be 
critical escape routes.

3

WHAT TO DO DURING
A HOME FIRE

D
o not panic. R

em
em

ber 
that this is w

hat you 
have practiced for. 

Stay low
 to the ground.

D
o not w

aste tim
e 

looking for objects.

G
o to the safe m

eeting place.

If the door is cool, open it 
slow

ly and look for sm
oke 

and flam
es. If clear, craw

l 
quickly tow

ards an exit.

If you feel heat on the 
door, do not open it. Craw

l 
to your second w

ay out. 

W
hen evacuating, close doors behind you. 

A
 closed door m

ay contain the fire and 
reduce fire dam

age. It also helps keep 
the tem

perature dow
n and the fire out. 

Closed doors can reduce the levels of 
deadly carbon m

onoxide gas by up to 90
%

.

K
eeping doors closed not only helps 

you to m
ake a safe escape, it helps 

protect the lives of those you love. 

CLOSED DOORS
SAVE LIVES

THE SAFEST ESCAPE
IS TO PREVENT FIRES
The best w

ay to protect yourself and your fam
ily from

 fire is to 
prevent them

 from
 happening. To do this, follow

 basic rules about 
hom

e fire prevention.

N
ever overload 

electrical outlets 
and check cords 
and plugs for 
w

ear.

Electrical fires

B
e alert. Stay in 

the kitchen. 
K

eep flam
m

able 
m

aterials at least 
three feet from

 
the stove.

Cooking fires

U
se a fire screen on 

fireplaces. Ensure fires are 
com

pletely out before 
leaving. H

ave a m
inim

um
 

distance of three feet 
betw

een heat sources and 
com

bustible m
aterial.

H
eating fires

K
now

ledge is pow
er. K

now
ing w

hat causes hom
e 

fires can help you take the steps to prevent them
 

so that you never have to m
ake an escape.

WHAT CAUSES
HOME FIRES?

Cooking is the leading cause of hom
e 

fires, starting nearly 50
%

 of all fires.

H
eating is the second highest 

cause, follow
ed by electrical and 

intentional fires.

Sm
oking is the fifth highest 

cause, but it is the leading 
cause of fire deaths.

PREVIE
W

 C
OPY




