
AN OPEN DOOR DOES TWO DANGEROUS THINGS: 

It allow
s fire to spread m

ore easily into 
a room

 and ignite flam
m

able m
aterials.

It also m
akes it easier for oxygen to flow

 
into the room

. A
n open door acts as a 

pum
p feeding m

ore fuel to the fire. 

B
y lim

iting the flow
 of oxygen to 

a room
, a closed can slow

 starve 
a fire of w

hat it needs.

WHERE THERE IS FIRE,
THERE IS SMOKE
Closed doors lim

it the 
spread of fire and sm

oke. 
Fire-related fatalities are 
often caused by 
dangerous sm

oke.

It prohibits your lungs from
 

getting the oxygen they need.
 It can prevent people from

 
being able to find a safe exit.

SMOKE CAN BE DEADLY BECAUSE: VS.
CLOSED 
DOOR

OPEN 
DOOR

A CLOSED DOOR CAN REDUCE: 

The tem
perature from

 a deadly 
1,0

0
0

 D
EG

R
EES

 to a 
survivable 10

0
 D

EG
R

EES.

Carbon m
onoxide levels 

B
Y 90

%

M
any new

 hom
es have an 

open-concept design, w
hich 

m
akes it easier for fire to spread.

M
any hom

e furnishings are now
 

m
ade w

ith synthetic m
aterials 

that burn hotter and faster. 
B

ecause of these changes, people 
have less tim

e to react. 

TEST YOUR DOORS

D
oes the door close com

pletely 
after being opened fully?

If there is a latch, does it 
engage?

A
re there any obstacles that 

m
ight prevent the door from

 
closing?

Is there any dam
age to the 

self-closing m
echanism

?

A
re the hinges intact, loose, 

or m
issing?

K
eep clutter and potential obstructions aw

ay from
 

doors in your hom
e, and m

ake sure they open and 
close correctly. If you live in an apartm

ent building, 
test that all self-closing doors function properly.

?????
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